
MethodsBackground

• Sepsis is a response to infection 

that can result in impairment of 

an organ system or systems. If 

not identified quickly, this can be 

life-threatening. Delay in 

appropriate antibiotic therapy 

results in an increase in mortality. 

Rapid identification of septic 

patients can help decrease the 

time to appropriate treatment.

• Wolters Kluwer Point of Care 

Advisor provides a unique 

notification system to help 

determine if the patient is septic. 

By taking information from the 

patient’s chart, it reduces alert 

fatigue by identifying truly septic 

patients.
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Disclosure

Baseline data was collected prior to 

Wolters Kluwer Point of Care Advisor 

implementation. Point of Care Advisor was 

implemented in June 2020 in the Guthrie 

Robert Packer Emergency Department.

Phase I:

- Through a chart review, all the patients 

that had an alert from Point of Care 

Advisor from June 23rd to July 28th, 

2020 were assessed on the 

appropriateness of antibiotics. 

Appropriateness was determined by 

using the revised sepsis order set.

- The Point of Care Advisor alerts to 

Nurses and Providers were assessed 

with respect to time of antibiotic order 

and administration.

Phase II:

- A Pharmacist will receive all Point of 

Care Advisor alerts through a Vocera.

- The Pharmacist will respond 

immediately to the alert.

- After assessing the patient’s history, 

the sepsis order set will be used based 

on the patient’s diagnosis to help 

determine appropriate therapy.

- The Pharmacist will also facilitate 

faster arrival of antibiotics from the 

pharmacy.
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Conclusion

• Point of Care Advisor Alerts acknowledged 

by Nurses were most often before 

antibiotics were ordered and administered.

• Point of Care Advisor Alerts were sent to 

the Provider hours after antibiotics were 

ordered.

• Changes in workflow in the emergency 

department should prioritize Point of Care 

Advisor to allow for faster notification to 

Providers.

• Appropriateness of antibiotics changed 

based on indication.
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Point of Care Advisor Alerts to Providers are 
hours after Antibiotics have been Ordered
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Point of Care 

Advisor alerts to 

Nurses ask for vitals 

to be verified before 

the Provider is 

notified. If the vitals 

are not verified the 

alert does not go to 

the Provider.


